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(11) Administration by Means of Contracts
—The Handling of Rural Land Contracts by the Courts
at Grass-roots Levels since the 1980s Zhao Xiaoli °120°

Based on textual studies and on-the-spot investigations, the author analy zes the experiences of the
courts at a grassroots level in handling disputes arising from the execution of rural land contracts. The
author believes that land contracts in Chinese rural areas should not be viewed only as civil law tenant
contracts between rural households and their village, but that they also constitute a new form of ad-
ministration by local governments and rural cadres over peasants and rural affairs. The courts did not
begin to judge disputes over land contracts after 1981 when the “ Law of the People’ s Republic of Chi-
naon Economic Contracts” was passed, but after the first national conference on economic trials in
1984. In handling these cases the courts did not only focused on resolving disputes, but also tried to
help the Party and government in their administration of the villages and villagers. The author also
analy ses the strategies employed by the courts, for example, “popularizing legal knowledge in the

countryside” and “comprehensive control.”
(12) An Outline of Modern Chinese Satirical and Humorous Novels Wang Weiping °133°

The author provides a comprehensive study of modern Chinese satirical and humorous novels.
Based on a full portrait of the development and evolution of these novels he discusses their aesthetic
features, forms of ex pression, types of writing and narrative methods. This paper also examines mod -
ern Chinese satirical and humorous novels from the perspective of world satire and humor, and reveals
their national and epochal characteristics, historical limitations and the reason for these, thus providing

a reference for the further development of contemporary satirical and humorous novels.

(13) The Academic Origin of Literary Discrimination in the Han,
Wei and Subsequent Six Dynasties Fu Gang °145°

Literary discrimination began with Qi lue (Seven Outlines) and the Yi wen zhi (Literature)
chapter of Han shu (The History of the Han Dynasty ), which had a tremendous influence on litera-
ture, history and Buddhism in the Han, Wei and Northern and Southem Dynasties periods. W riters,
historians and Buddhists all worked on the basis of academic concepts, and built up a background of

learning in which writing and literary criticism were traced to their origins.
(14) Textual Research on Qiyun Zhang Xikun °154°

The author argues that there has been a misunderstanding in the annotation of the concept gi yun
( , the lasting appeal of gi) as an aesthetic concept. Most scholars believe that ¢i is a spiritual
concept equivalent to wen qi ( , the qualities of writing), and that its philosophical basis lies in
the metaphysics of the Wei and Jin dynasties. However, gi yun was in fact derived from (the
movement of gi) and was extrapolated from philosophy to literary and artistic aesthetics. Its philo-
sophic basis is the world view of the interrelationship between yin and yang in the Yi ching (The
Book of Changes). Qi yun thus refers to the appearance of the harmonious thythm of the movement
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