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“Trespassing” and “Pursuing”

Some Characteristics of Ishtar Worship in Ancient
Mesopotamia through the Two Major Themes of the Myth
Ishtar’s Descent to the Nether World

Jia Yan(Peking University)

Abstract: This article aims to examine the characteristics of Ishtar worship in ancient Mesopotamia through the
widespread myth Ishtars Descent to the Nether World. By comparing and analyzing the Sumerian and Akkadian ver-
sions of the myth, and by investigating related archacological and visual evidence, the author intends to argue that
“trespassing” and “pursuing”, as the two mayor themes repeatedly expressed throughout the texts of the myth,
are to be understood on the basis of the “liminality” of Goddess Ishtar, whom as a mythological exemplar of a

trespasser and pursuer, was always to be linked with godly and worldly desires in religions and political life.

Keywords: Ishtar/Inanna; nether wotld; ancient Mesopotamia; death; myth; liminality
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