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Tone Sandhi of Bisyllabic Tone Group in Southern Min(®)

CHEN Bao-xian
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China )

Abstract: Generally every first syllable’s tone of bisyllabic tone groups in South Min(#) is replaced by its
corresponding sandhi tone, and every last syllable surfaces with its citation tone. There are two types of tonal
alternation, one is self-alternation, the other is neighbor-controlled alternation. If tonal alternation is the
former type, one citation tone corresponds to one sandhi tone generally, and tonal alternation is only controlled
by the citation tone. Sometimes one citation tone corresponds to two sandhi tones, and which sandhi tone the
syllable surfaces depends on the kind of its ending stop(glottal stop or not) or depends on its tone category and
its initial’s feature( voiced or not ) in ancient Chinese. If tonal alternation is the latter type, one citation tone
corresponds to more than one sandhi tones generally, and which sandhi tone the syllable takes on mainly
depends on the first tone feature(high or not ) of the tone behind it. And the pltch of sandhi tone is also
similar to or different from the tone behind it.

Key words: South Min(#]); tone sandhi; self-alternation; neighbor-controlled alternation
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