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The Modern Pronunciation of the MC Rising-tone Words of Voiced Initials in Hakka and
Gan
Xiang Mengbing

Abstract: Based on a corpus of 336 dialect points,this paper mainly deals with the
modern pronunciation of the Middle Chinese (MC) rising-tone words of voiced initials
in Hakka and Gan dialects. Some fundamental maps(either descriptive or interpretive)
are also provided. Through exhaustive study,the author has found out that MC rising-
tone words of voiced-obstruent initials and those of voiced-sonorant initials don’t share
the same tone category in most of Gan dialects while they do share the same tone cate-
gory in the colloquial readings in all Hakka dialects. For this reason, Gan and Hakka
could be classified into Northern type and Southern type, respectively. There exists a
transition zone between Hakka and Gan,mainly consisting of Fuzhou-type dialects. Di-
alects in this zone show some mixed features and are usually grouped into Gan. The
author suggests that the Fuzhou-type dialects and some other Gan dialects of Southern
type in the Rising-tone evolution should be grouped into Hakka,in order to maintain
the consistency of classification.

Keywords : Hakka dialects; Gan dialects; MC Rising—toné words of voiced initials;

northern type;southern type;transition zone




