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On the Succession of the Twentieth Century Chinese Revolution

106

Wang Qi-sheng
(Department of History, Beijing University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract ; The revolution of 1911, the Northern Expedition/ the national revolution of
1926-28,and the Communist revolution are three intricately linked progressive stages in
the entire course of the Chinese revolution. The first two revolutions “left” space which
later revolutions sought to fill, and these later revolutions represented intensification of
the revolution immediately preceding it. Indeed, the historical event we know as the
“Chinese revolution” is composed of these three intricately linked revolutions which
broke out in succession,each more radical than the one preceding it. The twentieth cen-
tury Chinese revolution possessed a momentum akin to that of a stone rolling down a
steep slope:upon its outbreak,it grew increasingly radical and was seemingly unstoppa-
ble. The success of a revolution invariably inspired the next,and revolutionaries adopted
ever more radical means to realize aims which their predecessors had failed to achieve. In
short ,people came to expect more and demand more from revolution. Although all three
revolutions succeeded in overthrowing the Ancien Régime.they met with far less success
in establishing a new polity in the wake of revolution. While weak revolutionary parties
proved unequal to the task of founding a nation through revolution, strong ones failed to

realize the aim of political transition following revolution.

Key words ; the revolution of 1911; the Northern Expedition/ the national revolution of

1926-28; the Communist revolution; the Chinese revolution ; political transition



