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practical theories and methodology for historical geography, leading such studies from mere
annotation of the classics into specialized geography. To a large degree, their efforts also directed

the focus of geographical studies in ancient China tow ard historical examination.

Monopolies and Government Contracts : Trade in Qing Dynasty Chongqing Seen from the Records of
Legal Cases in Baxian FAN Jinmin (59)

Historical records in Baxian show that at certain times and places in Qing dynasty
Chongging, ya hang (agencies), stores, workshops, providers of daily services and transport
providers all had to accept government contracting. In return for their obligations, businessmen
were given corresponding rights, which included (a) franchises in strictly delineated areas ; (b)
stipulating or stressing that all transactions must be done through guilds to protect the interests
of guild members ; and (3) allowing contractors a monopoly in the contracted business. The
county court of Baxian took maintenance of these rights as a guiding principle in trying legal cases
involving businesses. These obligations and rights were complementary, and show clear
differences from those in other areas, especially areas like Jiangnan with their more developed

commodity circulation.

Editorial Evolution of La Jeunesse : an Examination Based on Correspondence between Fellow
Contributors OUYANG Zhesheng (82)

The transition of La Jeunesse | Xin Qingnian or New Youth] from an insider
magazine to the journal of the Communist Party of China was a significant symbolic event in the
May Fourth period. Fellow contributors exchanged views on how the magazine should be edited
and what direction it should take in correspondence which reveals the development of their ideas
and their friendship. An examination of some critical points, such as the editing of the first six
volumes, the first discussion of editorial method after Chen Duxiu arrived in Shanghai, the take-
over of the magazine by the Communist group in Shanghai from the first issue of the eighth
volume, the second discussion on editorial method after Chen left Shanghai, Chen s skepticism
about the relationship between Hu Shi and the Research Society, and the magazine s final
transition into the journal of the Communist Party of China, may reveal the evolution of La

Jeunesse and correct previous inaccuracies.

Revolution, Law and Temple Property : a Study of the Tieshan Temple Case in Republican Beiping
FU Haiyan (105)

In September 1929, the Tieshan Temple, a well-known Buddhist temple in Beijing, was
occupied and turned into a school by the Beiping Trolleybus Workers U nion backed by the local
branch of the Nationalist Party, leading to a three-year lawsuit over the temple property. This
case highlights the actual conditions and complexity of conflicts over temple property in modern
times. A discussion of the case from the perspective of revolution, law, political parties and
temple property may provide clues to understanding the intricate relations between the state,

religion, political parties and society in modern China.



