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Aristotle’s political friendship

ZHANG Xin-gang
(Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Friendship (philia) plays an important role in Aristotle’s political philosophy, but scholars concerned have long de-
bated over the notion of political friendship. Existing interpretations of Aristotle’s political friendship mainly focus on two kinds
of friendship, namely, friendship based on utility or virtue. This paper argues that the core meaning of Aristotle’s political
friendship is concord (honomoia) , which requires the citizens to be decent men. What’s more, in his Politics, Aristotle outlines
the best regime in detail, and in such city we can find the exemplary political friendship, a foundation for a noble and happy

life.
Key words: Aristotle; political friendship; Plato; regime
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