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Discourse Analysis to “ Shenme” in Spoken Conversation
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2. Graduate School, China A cademy of Social Science, Beijing 100102)
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Abstract: In the traditional linguistics “Shenme” used to be considered as an interrogative word. In
this essay, by analyzing “Shenme” according to spoken material, we conclude that “Shenme” is often

used to express negation, doubt, unsureness or to be loaded with the correspondent textual functions

—substitution, change of the subject and the turning of a conversation instead of the strongly
interrogative message. The function of “Shenme” varies with the change of the interrogative direc-
tions. The interrogative message of “Shenme” is related to the covert and appearance of the interroga-
tive object. As the interrogative object is on the listener’ s part, then on nobody and fanally on the part
of the speaker himself, the interrogative message in “Shenme” experiences a U form. Semantic func-
tion and the textual function are related to each other. We think the analysis to “Shenme” is helpful to

the Chinese teaching as a second language.
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