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A Study of the Characteristics of the Separated Forms of
Chinese Separable Verbs in Different Genres

WANG Haifeng

Abstract. Based on the statistical analysis of authentic materials, this paper aims to
investigate the distribution of the separation phenomenon in different genres, and the results
reveal that the separation phenomena often present themselves in literary woiks such as the
novel and drama where spoken language abounds. It furthermore shows that the degre of
sobriety of different writings is a precondition to whether the separation phenomena appear.
With the degree of sobriety being similar, the degree of subjectivity is the factor determining
whether the separation phenomena appear.
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