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Abstract: “A shenm B (A what B)” is a construction which mainly shows the negative meaning of the speak -
er; and the negative meaning does not come fiom “shenm” itself, but from the whole constmction. In oral communi-
cation, “ shenm ” has the function of emphasis. The construction “ A shenm B” is marked. The emphasis function
of “shenm ”

speaker .

On the Construction “ A shenm B (A what B)”

WANG Hai-feng
(Chinese Teaching Center for Foreigners Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)
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(ground),

(speech event),

Actually the construction “A shenm B” is an expression form of subjectivity.

Gk )

enlages the negative meaning, expressing ignorance, dissatisfaction and the negative attitude of the
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