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Jindang and Buyao — the Exploration on the Headgear Ornaments of the Elite Women of the
Han Through Jin Dynasties

Wei Zheng

Jindang (gold plaque) and buyao (“step—sway”, tree—shaped head ornament made of gold leaves
linked with gold wires) were headgear ornaments and head ornaments popular in the Three—-Kingdoms
through the Southern and Northern Dynasties Periods. In recent years, some tombs whose occupants”
genders were clear yielded both of them, showing the old understanding that the jindang and buyao
were separately and exclusively used by men and women to be wrong, and these two kinds of orna-
ments could be jointly studied. The archaeological discoveries reflected that the jindang not only could
be used by women, but also be used as parts of the buyao; meanwhile, the types of buyao had se-
quential features, and its popularity had direct relationships with the wide diffusion of the western cul-

tures represented by that of Da Yuezhi in the late Eastern Han Dynasty.
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