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The Evolution of the “Xiajuan’ ang” and Its Temporal and Spatial Distribution

in the Song and Jin Dynasties
Xu Yitao

According to the definitions in Yingzao Fashi (Treatise on Architectural Methods) , the ang (in-
clined cantilever in the bracket set) were classified into shang’ ang (ascending from the column) and
xia’ ang (descending from the column) , and xia’ ang could again be classified into two types, ginmian’
ang (“lute—face ang”, the end of the ang was made into the shape of curved profile with convex top)
and pizhu’ ang (“split-bamboo ang”, the end of the ang was made into straight bevel with flat top).
From the extant ancient architectural cases, this paper chose a type of ang, the “xigjuan’ ang (down-
ward—curling ang)” which was different from the two types mentioned above; with the methods of the
typology of architectural archaeology, this paper discussed the temporal and spatial issues about this
non—mainstreamed type of xia’ ang, and pointed out that the xigjuan’ ang the most probably first ap-
peared in the present—day Xi’an area during the mid through the late Tang Dynasty, and diffused to the
surrounding areas along the traffic routes, but it was only limited in the “Two Capitals (Chang’ an and
Luoyang)” and present—day Shaanxi and could not influence present—day Hebei, Shandong and northern
Shanxi. In the Song and Jin Dynasties, the typological changes of the xigjuan’ ang were mainly reflected
on the huatouzi (projecting bracket arm tip to support the xia’ ang) , the ang beak and the coexisting
relationship with other dougong components. The southwestern Shanxi area is the one known to date

with the most obvious typological changes of the xigjuan’ ang during the Song and Jin Dynasties.
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