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A Poetics of the Walk: On Two Prose Texts by Philippe Jaccottet

SU Weixing

Abstract: Writing poetry in the modern world, especially in the postwar era, entails for Philippe

Jaccottet a constant inquiry into the legitimacy, and even possibility, of the poetic undertaking. Through a

reading of two prose texts from the 1970s, namely Oiseaux invisibles and A travers un verger, this essay traces

Jaccottet” s elaboration of what might be called a poetics of the walk, with which the author nurtures his faith

in the transparent essence of the elemental realm while underswring its elusiveness for human apprehension and

poetic expression.

Key words: Philippe Jacwtlet; verse and prose, poetics of the walk
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