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Auden’ s Experiments with Syllabic Verse.: Toward the End of the Rivalry
between Free Verse and Metrical Verse
ZHAO Yuan
Since the advent of modernist poetry in the early twentieth century there has been a rivalry between
free verse and metrical verse which involves not merely different aesthetic standards but different ideol—-
ogies and moral values. To many modern poets who are aware of the moral meanings of free verse and
metrical verse no compromise seems possible. W. H. Auden however has done a great deal toward
that end by experimenting with syllabic verse in his later career. The syllabic verse significantly im—
proved by Auden retains the respective merits of free verse and metrical verse represents the co-exist—

ence of and the balance between freedom and order and conveys important moral values to the reader.

A Preliminary Study on the Image Tradition of Ancient Eastern Literature
CHEN Ming
There are a lot of textual materials and rich image materials in ancient eastern literature. By inspec—
ting the tradition of art history narrative stone carvings and murals or illustrated manuscripts one can
find a rich image tradition in ancient eastern literature. The academic value of image materials is as im—
portant as that of textual materials. These image materials help us open up a new field of research in

ancient eastern literature.

John of the Fountains: Muir’ s Quest for Sources
SU Weixing
Informed by a sense of ever-renewed new life  John Muir’ s book My First Summer in the Sierra calls
for interpretation as a quest for ultimate sources. This essay begins by considering Muir’ s faith in cosmic
harmony as expressed in his Sierra descriptions and continues with a look at the protagonist’s inner
conversion amid his mountain perceptions and visions. Finally this essay traces the protagonist’ s intima—

tions of his Sierra sojourn as a pilgrimage to sacred sources and speculates on the pilgrim” s inner state of

being at the journey’ s terminus the snowy fountains of the High Sierra.
Questions on Hesiod’ s “Autobiographical” Narrative
WU Yaling

The Greek poet Hesiod tells us about the details of his life including three explicit references in
Works and Days as well as one passage in Theogony describing his meeting with the Muses. These “auto—
biographical ” episodes are very rare and precious in early Greek poetry. Based on a Chinese translation
of and a commentary on Hesiod” s poems by the present author this text offers a careful reading and anal—
ysis of the Hesiodic “autobiographical” episodes discusses a possible interpretation of the similitude be—
tween Line 27 of Theogony and Line 203 in Book 19 of Homer’ s Odyssey reveals Hesiod” s inheritance
from Homer his new innovations and his epic tradition and intends to look for a more realistic revelation
of his political philosophy through the contest of the two poets.
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