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Peeper and the Peeped: A Reexamination of Melville s Benito

Cereno in Relation of Typee

XIU Limei

Abstract: Though a comparative study of Melville s Typee and Benito Cereno, the present paper argues

that we should attach more importance to the Typee natives while reading Tpee. Tommo, the protagonist and

narrator of Typee, is detained in Typee for four months. During his stay, he snatches every opportunity to

watch or peep at the natives and makes seemingly well-gounded observations about their life, customs, and

social institutions. However, what he can see is decided by the natives, who are not passively awaiting the

gaze of Tommo, the white, civilized outsider but are manipulating his peep in their interest. Moreover, the

Typee natives relentlessly tiy to convert and transform Tommo into a Typeean. Aware of the power of the

natives, Tommo exhibits in his narrative a sustained fear and anxiety, which greatly undemines his confidence

and sense of superiority . Hopefully, this may shed new light on why Tommo persistently tries to escape from

Typee while at the sane time singing its praises.

Key words: Melville, Typee, Western civilization, arnxiety, escape
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