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The Theory of Typicality as a Cultural Practice in China: 1940 - 1980

ZHOU Xiaoyi

Abstract: This paper explores the notion of typicality and its reception in China between the 1940s
and 1990s. This critical concept was very influential during that period of time and we all know its func—
tion in politics. Now from a global point of view we are able to consider it a symbolic act in the making
of new subjectivity in Chinese modern history. We would argue that the use of typicality in China was not
only concerned with an approach in literary criticism but it also paved the way to cultural practice
which is a far cry from the middle — class ideology.

Key words: typicality subjectivity class
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