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Abstract: This paper explores the middle class lifestyle and its aesthetic representa-
tion in China as a LLacanian fantasy. This is an artistic socio/psychological space in which
middle class subjectivity is constructed. As a consequence, the Marxist concept of contra-
diction between the upper and lower classes is totally ignored and fully repressed. There-
fore this middle class fantasy could be considered, in Etienne Balibar and Pierre Macher-
ey’s term, an “imaginary solution” to social conflicts. It interrupts the invasion of the
Lacanian “Real,” and veils the trauma in reality with an aesthetic mask. In the age of
globalization, this middle class fantasy as the universal living standard goes beyond the
boundary of classes and nations, and is becoming increasingly popular in China. It could
be argued that middle class aestheticism is no more than the rhetoric of the expansion of
financial capital or, in a certain sense, simply a metonymy of the repressed global class
struggle.
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