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A Review and Analysis of Studies of Johann Wolfgang Goethe’s Dramatic

Works in the People’s Republic of China (1949 —2009)
HU Wei
(Department o f German Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Johann Wolfgang Goethe, as one of the first few Western classical authors introduced to
modern China, has been warmly welcomed by Chinese readers. This paper attempts to summarize and
sort out the major features and main streams of critical reviews and academic studies about Goethe’s
dramatic works in the People’s Republic of China from 1949 to 2009, based on the historical research
of Goethe in Germany as well as that in the late Qing-Dynasty and New China. Before 1978, as social
and historical criticism played a dominant role in China’s study of Goethe, great emphasis has been
laid on the social and historical values of his works. Since 1978, the study of Goethe’s drama, mainly
that of Faust, has made fruitful achievements in thematic research, theory and practice of theater
studies, and comparative and reception studies, but little attention has been paid to Goethe’s other
dramatic works, particularly their formal and aesthetic dimensions.

Key words: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe; drama study; Goethe’s Faust in China
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