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Hermann Hesse’s Acceptance and Development

of Goethe’s Law of Unity of the Opposites
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(Department of German , Beijing Foreign Studies University, Bejing 100871, China)

Abstract: By analyzing Hesse’s interpretation in his article “Thanks to Goethe” (“Dank an Goethe”) and his
other related works, by comparing Hesse's works to Goethe’s relevant ones regarding their wording and
ideological contents, it could easily be concluded that it is Goethe’s contemplation about the law of unity of
the opposites that proves to be the most confusing for Hesse. On one hand, Hesse himself also takes an
interest in this problem — he even considers it a timeless, everlasting theme. On the other hand, Hesse is of
the belief that human spirit could only rise to a higher level, or reach a more ideal state of mind, when this
problem is solved. Therefore, in acceptance of Goethe’s thinking, Hesse attempts to discuss this problem in
his own works, and seeks an ideological breakthrough.
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