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The Creators of Hittite Civilization

Li Zheng

Keywords: Hittite civilization;creators;Indo-European Hittites; Hattians; Luwians; Hurrians; Mesopotamians

Abstract: Indo-European Hittites were the creators of Hittite civilization. In fact, such a study was rather simplified,
because it focused only on the role of Indo-European Hittites,ignored the participation and contribution of Hattians,
Luwians, Hurrians, Plaics, and Mesopotamians who lived in Hatti land. It could be seen, however, that the Indo-
European Hittites realized clearly in which stage they developed, and they also believed that those foreigners with
special expertise could contribute to them and to the development of Hittite kingdom. Therefore, in central Anatolia,
they accepted the Hattians who were more civilized than them;and externally, the skilled personnels in various fields,
whom they needed for themselves,such as scribes, priests, medical men and sculptors were invited to Hatti land from
other regions possibly even from Old Hittite Kingdom to Hittite Empire period. The Hittite kings made them to bring
their aptitude into play in Hittite kingdom and with the help of them, the creation and development of Hittite
civilization was greatly expedited. Therefore, the contribution of those Hattians, Mesopotamians and so on,who lived in
Hatti land showed that they were one of them among the contributors of Hittite civilization. Thus, the creation of
Hittite civilization could not simply be ascribed to Indo-European Hittites, they should just be regarded as a main group

among them,but not the only one.



