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On the Issues of Tuareg and Mali Crisis

Also on the Issue of Mali’ s Nation — State Building

Pan Huagiong

Abstract: Mali crisis mainly refers to the status of the current North — South
‘secession, caused by the Tuareg rebellion and their declaration of the Azawad Inde-
pendence. The Tuareg rebellion was result of many factors, including the contradic-
tion of people — environment — development, anti — governmental historical factors
and some new external factors. Analysis of Tuareg ethnic origin, traditional character-
istics and their modern changes, as well as the evolution of the relations between
Tuareg rebellions and the government of Mali will help us to get a profound under-
standing of this crisis, which can be neither summarized as ethnic conflicts, nor ex-
plained by the religious extremism. Mali crisis is indeed linked to the French coloni-
alism and post — independence development policies. The armed Tuareg took advan-
tage of their discontent and cooperated with some extremist religious organizations at
the beginning, then declared the northern independence that has continued to this
day. Some extremists profit of the secession and make propaganda for their reli-
gion. The crisis, therefore, reflects the long — standing predicament facing Mali in its
“nation — state” building,

Key Words: African Politics; Mali Crisis; Tuareg; Azawad
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