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(8) Song Dynasty Ci and Shi Poetics Sun Keqiang « 157 »

The Song Dynasty was a high point in poetics, and also a period when ci poetics
developed rapidly, resulting in the first high tide in the history of ¢i studies. Once the
ct fell into the hands of the scholar gentry, they were attracted by the magnetism of
this powerful poetic form and made it their preferred verse form. Critics played a
marked role in the evolution of ¢i styles. At first they used didactic poetic theory to
criticize and exclude it; then they provided an exegesis of ¢i using the ideas of existing
poetics, bringing the ¢i form on to the track of shi poetics; and finally, they developed
new styles of ¢ which merged with the character and qualities of previous poetic
forms. One could say that the history of the development of the Song ci is a history of
the influence exerted by the existing poetics on c¢i studies, a history in which both
learned from each other and blended together and in which ¢i poetics gradually accepted shi

poetics and was itself changed.

(9) The Honor and the Burden of World Leadership: Reputation Anxiety and US Military
Intervention Abroad Wang Lixin « 176 «

The pursuit of honor and reputation is one of the basic motives of human behavior
and an integral part of the international power struggle. In the second half of the 20"
century, reputation, as a substitute for “honor,” was an important form of intangible
capital and a Cold War weapon. Since the Truman Doctrine determined that America’ s
international role was that of the leader of “the free world,” accompanied by the
responsibility of protecting US allies, the question of how the US was to carry out its
responsibilities and keep its promises, thereby preserving its reputation, has been one
of the main concerns of successive US governments. This concern, reinforced by the
fear of Soviet expansion and the spread of Communism, triggered the US decision to
contain the “spread of Communism” everywhere, leading to its large-scale military in-
tervention in Korea and Vietnam. The result was that America “over-extended” itself
and its global strategic position weakened, thus damaging rather than maintaining
America’ s reputation. The deepest source of American leaders’ anxiety over their
country’ s reputation lay in America’ s postwar understanding of its national identi-
ty and world role—America as “world leader” —and the nature of the Cold War and
the coming of the nuclear age aggravated this anxiety. As long as the US sees itself as

9

“world leader,” so long will US foreign policy find it hard to throw off the influence

of the reputation factor.
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