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Abstract: In this paper, I argue that there is a tension between the motivational components of intellectual
virtues and the counterfactual analysis in Zagzebski’s account of knowledge. After a brief review of the Gettier
problem and the problem of the value of knowledge, Zagzebski’s virtue-based definition is elaborated in detail.
Then, the motivational components of intellectual virtues are carefully scrutinized within the framework of the
counterfactual analysis of the subjunctive clause in Zagzebski’s theory of knowledge, which in turn implies that
her theory is on a par with its reliabilist counterpart theory in epistemology — the enrichment that she introduces
into her theory is only a psychological one.
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