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On Schiller’s Letters on the Aesthetic Education of Man : The Political

Dimension of Aesthetic Education
MAQO Mingchao
(School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)
Abstract; Friedrich Schiller” s idea of aesthetic education derives from his critics on politics.
According to Schiller, the aesthetical art is based on the idea of freedom and also represents that very
idea in the practical field. Because of the homogeny of individual and state, the aesthetic art not only
brings about the entelechy of humanity through sublimation of its character, but also constructs an
equal and liberal political community. Apart from the aesthetic art, sublimity is also an important
source of individual freedom. Naturally, such arguments could lead to negative liberty or even
escapism, but the ultimate goal of art and literature is to achieve both individual freedom and political
unity in an apolitical way by exploring aesthetic matters which are beyond the time.

Key words: Schiller; aesthetic education; political philosophy; sublimity; view of freedom
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