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On the Tokharian God Nakte

Lin Meicun

Summary

This article is to discuss the religious system of Tokharians. In the light of our
studies, the primitive religion of Tokharians is some dragon-god worship, which
was called Qing-Long it (asking for the dragon-god) in Chinese Classics. As ar-
chaeological data of the Tokharian cemetery found in Shibarghan, Afghanistan re-
vealed, the dragon-god of Tokharians always appear in pairs and look like two hors-
es, so it should be the Nasatya-god worshipped by ancient Indo-Europeans. The
Nasatya-god is one of the earliest gods in the ancient Indo-European religion, the
artistic image of which first appeared in the Yamnaya culture between 3600~ 2200
BC. After Indo-Europeans migrated from their original homeland to various parts of
world, their common polytheism was gradually changed as monotheism. For in-
stance, Siva was worshipped by Aryans, Ahura-Mazda by Iranians, Griffins by
Sakas and Nasatya by Tokharians. Our deductions also can get support from lin-
guistic evidences. In Tokharian B texts the god is called as nakte (= A nkit), but
nobody knows where it comes from. Our studies show that Tokharian B nakte
should be the equivalence of nasatya in I?g-Veda and na-sa-at-ti-ya in the Mitanm
Treaties. It is worth to notice that the images of Nasatya-god were not only found in
many ancient rock-carvings of the Tianshan and Yinshan mountains, but also they
were seen in many ancient “animal style” plaques made of gold, silver and bronze in
the northern steppe of China. Obviously, these antiques with the image o

Nasatya-god should have relationship to the Tokharian religious activities.



