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The Manchu Provincial Magnate Song Fan and the Political Situation in
Shaanxi-Gansu Provinces Before and After Empress

Dowager Cixi’s Western Tour in 1900
Han Ce

( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Xi’an (P44 ) became the “second capital” after Empress Dowager Cixi ( 244 K)5 ), Emperor
Guangxu (J%%%) and the whole imperial court fled from Peking and evacuated to Xi’ an because the Eight-
Power Allied Forces invaded Peking from 1900 to 1901. As a result, Xi’ an’ s status immediately became
prominent, and the Governor-general of Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces (B H & 7 ) and the Provincial
Governor of Shaanxi (BEPEiK4L) became more important. This paper argues that it was quite unusual that the
position of the Governor-General of Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces suddenly transferred from Wei Guangtao ( %
Y67 ), a general of the Hunan Army (#%), to a Manchu official named Song Fan (#43% ), in 1900. This
was not only related to Wei Guangtao’ s inefficiency to serve the imperial court, but also was a clear
manifestation of Empress Dowager Cixi’ s deeper trust in Manchu bannermen (i ¥ i A ) at that time.
Moreover, it was closely related to Dong Fuxiang’s ( #E ff#f) complex and sensitive aftermath issue. The case
concerning “the punishment of Dong Fuxiang” in 1900 proved relatively clear. However, the story of “the re-
punishment of Dong Fuxiang” was still full of mysteries in the process of Empress Dowager Cixi’ s return to
Peking in 1901. Song Fan, Rong Lu (5¢%§) who was the former Provincial Magnate of Northwestern China
(PH4t K B1) and the current Grand Minister of State ( ZZHL K E ), and Lu Chuanlin ( BE{£%E) advocated
giving Dong Fuxiang a soft landing, while such governors-general and provincial governors of Southeastern
China as Yuan Shikai ( Z it ), Liu Kunyi (X3 —), and Zhang Zhidong (5 Z i) , insisted on giving
Dong Fuxiang capital punishment. All parties involved had secret operations around this case. This paper thus
shows that the personnel changes of the Governor-general of Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces in 1900 and the
solutions of Dong Fuxiang’s problem predicted that the power transfer and the political mutation shown in the
rise of the Manchus and the Muslims and the fall of the Hunan faction (] % ), were quietly taking place in
Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces.

Key words: the Incident in 1900 ( g& T 27 ), Governor-general of Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces ([ H &L
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