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Conceptualizing “Chineseness” in Southeast Asian Communist Movements during the
Interwar Period: Indonesia Malaya Vietnam and Thailand in Comparative Per—
spectives

XIE Kankan

[Abstract] Some Researchers often make convenient connection between Southeast Asian
communism and the influence of China and the Chinese diaspora but the impression that
these countries import communism from China is severely problematic. The issue of ethnici—
ty most acutely illustrated by the paradoxical role of the overseas Chinese community was
especially controversial in the rise of communism in the region. This research tries to explore
the multifacet nature of “Chineseness” in the sense of both China as the source of commu—
nist revolutionary inspiration and Chinese as the agency for the spread of Marxist ideology.
By using the origin of Chinese communism as the basic frame of reference this paper com—
pares the early communist movements in three colonial states namely the Dutch East In—
dies French Indochina and British Malaya. As well as Thailand has never fallen under
formal European colonial domination. Instead of following events within fixed geographical
boundaries or in a strict chronological order the analysis is structured thematically by focu—
sing on three different yet interrelated angles: (1) anti<imperialism as a common course
pursued by the colonial and semi—colonial East; (2) transplanting and modifying the Chi-
nese revolution model; and (3) contradictions between Chineseness in various forms of na—
tionalist movements.
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