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The Modern Turn in European Historiography:

A Quadripartite Analysis
Q. Edward Wang

( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871  China)

Abstract: In four aspects this article discusses the factors that contributed to the modernization of European
historiography from the Renaissance to the early 19th century. Thanks to the growing antiquarian interest

European historians emphasized philological study which turned them against past traditions of historical
writing or ars historica ( ) and to the development of ars critica ( ) . Their critical and
skeptical attitude toward the past then paved the way for the rise of the philosophy of history. In the end

Enlightenment historiography became culminated in the work of Edward Gibbon who was known not only for his
elegant narrative but also for his masterful research which he skillfully displayed in the newly invented method
of footnote in historical writing. Over time these characteristics were to be adopted worldwide in writing
history. But the reasons for this accomplishment lay elsewhere than historiography per se.
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